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Background of Presenter

• University of Leeds – Russell Group

• Illinois Institute of Technology – private University, 
Chicago.  IITRI

• George Washington University – private University –
downtown DC – close by White House and NSF – Foggy 
Bottom – School of EE and CS

• Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xian, China –
government

• 4 books with Professor at US Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, USA



Visit to China

• To deliver 3 weeks of lectures on Computer 
Graphics at Northwestern Polytechnical
University, Xian, Shaanxi Province

• Jointly funded by the British Council and the 
Chinese Government

• Host – Professor Yang Peng Chi

• Fourth week comprised visits to Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hangzhou, and Ghuangzhou
(Canton)

• First stop - Hong Kong via British Airways



Flying into Hong Kong – old airport



Hong Kong (new airport)



Visit to Chinese University of Hong Kong



Hong Kong to Beijing
(overnight at the British Embassy)



Beijing to Xian

• By Russian Ilyushin aircraft



Shaanxi Province

• Shaanxi is considered one of the cradles of 
Chinese civilization

• Thirteen feudal dynasties established their 
capitals in the province during a span of more 
than 1,100 years, from the Zhou Dynasty to the 
Tang Dynasty

• The province's principal city and current capital, 
Xi'an, is one of the four great ancient capitals of 
China and is the eastern terminus of the Silk 
Road, which leads to Europe, the Arabian 
Peninsula and Africa.

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaanxi

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi'an
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_capitals_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaanxi






Xian

• In the 700s it had a population of over 
2,000,000 people, making it the largest city in 
the world

• It also was the cultural and religious centre of 
China



NPU, Xian, 
China

http://www.chinaeducenter.c
om/en/university/nwpu.php

http://www.chinaeducenter.com/en/university/nwpu.php




NPU combined the following
The current NPU enjoys the legacy from its three major predecessors.[2]

Northwestern Engineering Institute
• In 1938, due to the Japanese invasion in the northwestern China, 

many institutes were relocated to Shaanxi. Among them, the National 
Beiyang Engineering Institute, the Engineering School of Beiping
University, the Engineering School of the National Northeastern
University, and the (private) Jiaozuo Engineering Institute were 
combined and formed the former National Northwestern Engineering 
Institute in Hanzhong, Shaanxi, which is a city surrounded by 
mountain range

• After the World War II, the National Northwestern Engineering 
Institute, which is one of the three predecessors of the later NPU, 
was moved out of the mountains into the city of Xianyang in 1946. 
After the People's Republic of China founded, the National 
Northwestern Engineering Institute was renamed as the 
Northwestern Engineering Institute (because all the institute had 
become state-owned) in 1950.

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_Polytechnical_University

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_Polytechnical_University#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Beiyang_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beiping_University&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Northeastern_University&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jiaozuo_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Northwestern_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanzhong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaanxi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Northwestern_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xianyang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People's_Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Northwestern_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Northwestern_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_Polytechnical_University


Eastern China Aeronautics Institute
• In 1952, due to the need of concentrated aeronautics 

research, the departments of aeronautical engineering of 
the former National Central University (later known as the 
Nanjing University), Jiaotong University and Zhejiang 
University are relocated to Nanjing and established the 
Eastern China Aeronautics Institute. This institute was 
relocated to Xi'an and renamed as the Xi'an Aeronautics 
Institute, which is the second predecessor of the later NPU, 
in 1956.

• In 1957, the Northwestern Engineering Institute and the 
Xi'an Aeronautics Institute were merged to form the NPU, 
which concentrated its research in defense research in 
aeronautics, astronautics and marine engineering.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Central_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Jiaotong_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhejiang_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanjing
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eastern_China_Aeronautics_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Xi'an_Aeronautics_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Northwestern_Engineering_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Xi'an_Aeronautics_Institute&action=edit&redlink=1


People's Liberation Army Military Engineering 
Institute
• In 1970, due to the deteriorating relation with 

former USSR, the People's Liberation Army 
Military Engineering Institute, which was located 
in Harbin, was disassembled

• Many of its departments were relocated from the 
city near China-Soviet border, among which, its 
Department of Aeronautical Engineering (the last 
predecessor of NWPU) is moved to Xi'an and 
merged into the NPU.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USSR
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harbin_Engineering_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harbin


Hotel on Renmin Square

• Russian style



Traditional Chinese musical 
performance in Xi'an

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi%27an

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi'an




Qin Tombs – Terra Cotta Warriors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terracotta_Army

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terracotta_Army




Fourth Week

• Visits to Beijing, Shanghai, Hangzhou, and 
Ghuangzhou (Canton)





Beijing



Great Wall of China - 1



Great Wall of China - 2



Shanghai - View of the Bund in 1928
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai


Huangpu Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huangpu_Park

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huangpu_Park


Shanghai Today



Hangzhou



Ghuangzhou (Canton)
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• Prof Don Rimmington, Head of Dept of Chinese 
Studies, University of Leeds – for advice prior to 
the visit to China

• http://www.wreac.org/people/don-rimmington

• https://mbasic.facebook.com/notes/50-years-of-east-asian-studies-at-leeds-university/my-
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• London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
– for advice on specific malaria tablets for the 
areas to be visited

• Thanks to the British Council and the government 
of China for funding the visit

https://mbasic.facebook.com/notes/50-years-of-east-asian-studies-at-leeds-university/my-leeds-experience-by-don-rimmington/337588279707939/
https://mbasic.facebook.com/notes/50-years-of-east-asian-studies-at-leeds-university/my-leeds-experience-by-don-rimmington/337588279707939/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/news/article/3450/east_asian_studies_marks_its_first_half_century
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